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Overview 
 

This article walks through the steps to use the new (released Oct. 2015) poll watching feature to flag voters, using your mobile device who are 

voting in your current election. 

 

The feature is bundled in with the rest of the Mobile Base Camp web app tools and can be accessed with an mobile device that has internet 

connectivity, and a web browser. 

 

 

Tip: To save time you can create a single database user account with very limited security access for just poll watching.  Then distribute the login 

credentials between all of your poll watchers.  This requires appropriate security clearance to setup new users (normally not a good practice with 

your database but in this case if you limit the access correctly it makes the process much more efficient). 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
http://trailblz.com/kb/?action=list&cat=27
http://trailblz.com/kb/?action=view&kb=67&cat=1
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Prerequisites 
 

IMPORTANT: Prior to using this feature you need to: 

- Contact our support team at (support@trailblz.com) or (1-866-909-8700) with the request to set you up with this feature from our end. 

- Let us know which election in your database you need activated. 

- If you only require certain precincts to be listed in the poll watching drop-Řƻǿƴ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƻƴŜǎ όǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

especially common with a very large database). 

 

We will activate the feature on our end, and also make sure that your precinct data is up-to-date, and that the naming convention of your precincts 

is consistent. 

 

 

Tip:  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƻƴŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ ƛƴ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜƛǊ mobile device, and 

how the results can be utilized with queries, and pivot reports once polling commences. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
mailto:support@trailblz.com
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Steps 
 

Navigate to your Elections ƭƛǎǘΣ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ όotherwise create a new one), and then contact us with the name 

of the election you need activated.  In my example I used my Primary 2016 election. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
http://trailblz.com/kb/?action=view&kb=166&cat=1
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If you only want certain precincts within your database to display in the drop-down on Mobile Base Camp ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  

This can be altered election by election on our end. 

 

Your current list of precincts can be viewed by following Application Menu > System Manager > Lists > Precincts: 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ which precincts to include in the poll watching app ǿŜΩƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ 

 

hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ όthis can take anywhere from a couple hours to a few days depending on the size of 

the database). 

 

As soon as we give you the go-ahead you can have your poll watchers log into Mobile Base Camp at www.trailblz.info/YourDatabaseName/Mobi - 

in my example I logged in at http://www.trailblz.info/democampaign_joel/mobi. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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This is what it looks like prior to poll watching being activated: 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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Once we complete the steps above it will look like this: 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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Click on the [Poll Watching] button, and select the precinct from the drop-down where you will be stationed.  In my example I chose the first one in 

my ƭƛǎǘ ά!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ м-!έΦ 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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Tap on the [Start Polling] button to proceed. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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You can search by Last Name as voters finish voting, then tap on their record to open it. Lƴ Ƴȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ L ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜŎƛƴŎǘ ŦƻǊ ά!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ άWƻƘƴ I !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴέΦ 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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Check the box for Voted, and then tap on [Save and Close] to finish.  If you make a mistake you can open the voterΩs record back up and uncheck that box. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǾƻǘŜŘΩ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ slightly yellow.  My example is below. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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Repeat these steps until the polling places close.  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ  These final steps assume you have access to 

your database and not just web passed polling access. 

 

 

Tip: To use the Mobile Base Camp web app more effectively take a look at this article.  It will show you how to configure your device with 

shortcuts to quick-launch the ΨappΩ, and how to keep the device screen on longer so you donΩt need to log in over-and-over. 

 

 

In your database navigate to the Voters list > Attribute  tab. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
http://trailblz.com/kb/?action=view&kb=342&cat=1
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aACc5KiWReQYlM&tbnid=W5IECPDboZQP1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.us-cert.gov/&ei=tbV7UsvQEPPnsATW8IGYBw&psig=AFQjCNHIPoVaSNP2q1LzmE9cF9ItiXfFqw&ust=1383925536085878
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There ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άPoll Watch ς Name of Electionέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƛǘŜƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άVotedέΦ  In my example the attribute item is called 

άPoll Watch ς Primary 2016έΦ 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨYesΩ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ [Search].  In my example it returned 10 voter 

records who had so far voted in my mock election. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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This basically sums up the steps to setuǇ Ǉƻƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀǇǇΣ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ  Continue reading to learn how 

to build a pivot report off the data you collect - for instance you can get quick totals of voters by precinct, and getting even more advanced by adding in their 

party types. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steps to Build a Pivot Summary Report that Details Voter Counts by Precinct 

 

In the Voters list search for everyone who has voted in your current electionΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ in the steps above.  In my example 

it returned 3,157 voters for my mock election. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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Click on the Format drop-down and select Columns. 

 

http://www.trailblz.com/kb
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